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Honorable Robert Dole
United States Senator

636 Minnesota Avenue
Kansas City, Kansas 66101

Dear Senator Dole:

This is in response to your January 9, 1989, inquiry on
behalf of Mr. Roger C. Elsey relative to the remedial action to
be taken at the Galena, Kansas, subsite of the Cherokee County
Superfund site.

In 1983 a 110 square mile portion of Cherokee County was
listed on the Superfund National Priorities List (NPL) because of
risks posed to human health and the environment by abandoned lead
and zinc mines. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) divid-
ed the Cherokee County site into six subsites for investigation
and remediation. The Galena subsite consists of a 24 square mile
area in the east-central portion of the site.

The EPA performed a remedial investigation at the Galena
subsite to determine the nature and magnitude of its problems.
One of the findings of the study was that as a result of the
mining activities, metallic compounds containing lead, cadmium,
zinc, and other contaminants were being released into surface
streams and the shallow ground water aquifer. These releases
pose a threat to the environment and a potential health hazard to
people who use the contaminated shallow aquifer for their drink-
ing water source.

The EPA and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment
(KDHE) developed a plan for an alternative water supply based on
the results of a feasibility study of the subsite. This study
examined various methods for providing an alternative water
supply for residents of the area.

Following a public meeting and public comment period, EPA
made a decision in December 1987 to construct a public water
supply in the rural area outside Galena. This decision was made
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because the shallow aquifer used by the rural residents as their
source of drinking water had been contaminated by mining activi-
ties.

During the public comment period, several residents stated
that the boundaries of the alternative water supply did not
include all of the former mining areas. Since we intended to
investigate all areas with shallow drinking water wells in the
Galena vicinity which could be contaminated from the mining
activities, additional information was sought.

We determined from the new information obtained that the
mining activities had affected a larger area than originally
thought. As a result, in December 1988 we extended the bound-
aries of the new public water system to include an area north of
Galena. The project is now being designed and construction is
expected to begin in the late fall of 1989.

Mr. Elsey had some questions about the criteria used to
select the wells to be tested. We sampled all of the wells in
the immediate area of the mining activities and 25 percent of the
wells hydrologically downgradient of these mining activities. 1In
planning the areas to be sampled, information relative to the
direction of ground water flow was reviewed to determine where
the contamination would be expected to migrate.

An extensive inventory of all lead and zinc mining activi-
ties in Cherokee County was conducted by the Kansas Geological
Survey. There is only one small isolated mine in the area south
of the new water supply district boundary. Several mining pros-
pect pits, which can be identified from the surface, were dug in
the area of Mr. Elsey's home. However, these were never mined.

In view of the information obtained in the inventory of
mining activities and the hydrological characteristics of the
area, we do not believe the water wells in the area in guestion
were affected by the mining activities. However, we have decided
that we will seek additional information by conducting a well
water sampling program in the area in the near future.

With regard to Mr. Elsey's comments about the source of
cleanup resources, the major portion of the Superfund trust fund
is financed primarily by a tax on the manufacture or import of
certain chemicals and petroleum. The law allows EPA to seek
recovery of costs for Superfund-financed cleanups from those
responsible for the contamination of the site. The funds which
are recovered are returned to the trust fund for use in future
response actions.






Mr. Elsey also refers to a statement made by a local
citizen at a Rural Water District public meeting relative to how
EPA estimates the cost for construction of remedial projects.

The EPA cost figures cited at the meeting were estimates from the
project feasibility study. The estimates are refined during the
design phase as the details of the project are developed. These
figures are kept confidential so prospective bidders have no
knowledge of the government's estimated cost of the project at
the time of the bidding. The actual cost of the project is based
on the lowest acceptable bid as determined through an open,
competitive process.

We agree with Mr. Elsey that protecting the health of the
people living in the area south of the public water supply dis-
trict boundary is equally as important as those within the dis-
trict. Our upcoming well water sampling program should provide
the information needed to confirm whether or not their drinking
water source presents a potential health threat.

If you have any questions or need additional information
about this matter, please contact me.

Slncerely yours,

4/7//7/

rris Kay
Reg10na1 Administrator

cc: Kansas Department of
Health & Environment
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BOB DOLE : STANDING COMMITTEES
KANSAS AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION. AND FORESTRY
FINANCE
RULES

Whnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

January 9, 1989

Mr. Morrxis Kay

Environmental Protection Agency
726 Minnesota Avenue

Kansas City, Kansas 66101

Dear Morris:

Because of the desire of this office tu be responsive to all
inquiries and communications, your consideration of the attached
letter from Mr. Roger C. Elsey is respectfully requested. Your
findings and views will be greatly appreciated.

Please direct any correspondence regarding this matter to my
Kansas City Senate Office at 636 Minnesota Avenue in Kansas City,
Kansas 66101, phone (913) 37146108.

Thank you in advance for your help and cooperation.

Sizﬁ;jely yours,

BROB DOLE
United States Senate

BD/xc
Enclosure
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